
Why do Animals Migrate?Why do Animals Migrate?

Animal migration is an epic journey that many 
animals take every year, often in the autumn. Birds, 
such as geese, fly thousands of miles to find warmer 
places to live during the winter months. Fish, such as 
salmon, swim all the way from the sea upstream to 
lay their eggs in rivers where they were born. Even tiny 
butterflies, such as the monarch, travel long distances 
to find the perfect climate. 

Animals migrate to find food, breed or escape extreme 
weather. They use the sun, stars and even the Earth’s 
magnetic field to find their way. It’s like having a 
natural built-in GPS! Migration helps animals survive 
and keeps their species strong.
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Questions
1.	 Name one reason that animals migrate. 

�

2.	 Find and copy one word which means a navigation 
system. 

�

3.	 Why do you think some animals look for warmer 
climates during the winter months? 

�  

�  

�

4.	 Who do you think is the intended audience for a 
text like this? 

�  

�  

�
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AnswersWhy do Animals Migrate?Why do Animals Migrate?

Animal migration is an epic journey that many 
animals take every year, often in the autumn. Birds, 
such as geese, fly thousands of miles to find warmer 
places to live during the winter months. Fish, such as 
salmon, swim all the way from the sea upstream to 
lay their eggs in rivers where they were born. Even tiny 
butterflies, such as the monarch, travel long distances 
to find the perfect climate. 

Animals migrate to find food, breed or escape extreme 
weather. They use the sun, stars and even the Earth’s 
magnetic field to find their way. It’s like having a 
natural built-in GPS! Migration helps animals survive 
and keeps their species strong.
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1.	 Name one reason that animals migrate. 

Accept: to find food, to breed, to escape extreme 
weather. 

2.	 Find and copy one word which means a navigation 
system.  

GPS

3.	 Why do you think some animals look for warmer 
climates during the winter months? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
some animals look for warmer climates 
during the winter months because they have 
more food and are easier to survive in.

4.	 Who do you think is the intended audience for a 
text like this? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think 
the intended audience for this text is 
a person who is learning about or is 
interested in migrating animals.
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