
Shadow Theatre
Experiment with shadows by creating your own shadow 
theatre! 
You will need:
•	pencil
•	straws
•	scissors
•	card
•	torch
•	sticky tape

1. Firstly, using the pencil, draw your puppet onto card. 
Remember: there is no need to add any fine details.

2. Carefully, cut the outline of the puppet using scissors. 

3. Next, stick straws to the puppet with sticky tape; this 
will help you manoeuvre it. 

4. Then, switch off the lights and shine your torch onto 
a wall. 

5. Finally, hold your puppet in front of the light. As you 
move the puppet, its shadow will move. 

Enjoy putting on a show for your family and friends; 
add a voice to the character to bring your puppet to life!
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Questions
1.	 Find and copy one word which means the  

same as ‘to move something carefully’. 

�

2.	 Why do you think that there is no need to add any 
fine details to the puppet? 

�  

�  

�

3.	 Number the steps from 1-4 to show the order that 
they happen in. 
 

   Add a voice to the character. 
   Cut out the outline of the puppet. 
   Draw your puppet onto card. 
   Stick straws to your puppet.

4.	 Predict what would happen if you removed step 4. 

�  

�  

�  

 

Disclaimer: This resource is provided for informational and educational purposes only. As this resource refers to the use of sharp equipment, small 
items/loose parts which may present a choking risk, and ingredients/chemicals, you must ensure that an adequate risk assessment is carried out 
prior to using this resource. You must contact a suitably qualified professional if you are unsure. Twinkl is not responsible for the health and safety  
of your group or environment. It is your responsibility to ensure the resource and the information/activity it contains are safe and appropriate to use  
in your situation.

visit twinkl.comvisit twinkl.com

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/uks2-character-descriptions-60-second-reads-activity-pack-t-e-1687334752 


Shadow Theatre Answers
Experiment with shadows by creating your own shadow 
theatre! 
You will need:
•	pencil
•	straws
•	scissors
•	card
•	torch
•	sticky tape

1. Firstly, using the pencil, draw your puppet onto card. 
Remember: there is no need to add any fine details.

2. Carefully, cut the outline of the puppet using scissors. 

3. Next, stick straws to the puppet with sticky tape; this 
will help you manoeuvre it. 

4. Then, switch off the lights and shine your torch onto 
a wall. 

5. Finally, hold your puppet in front of the light. As you 
move the puppet, its shadow will move. 

Enjoy putting on a show for your family and friends; 
add a voice to the character to bring your puppet to life!
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1.	 Find and copy one word which means the  
same as ‘to move something carefully’. 
manoeuvre

2.	 Why do you think that there is no need to add any 
fine details to the puppet? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that there 
is no need to add any fine details to the puppet 
because the audience will only see its shadow.

3.	 Number the steps from 1-4 to show the order that 
they happen in. 
 
4    Add a voice to the character. 
2    Cut out the outline of the puppet. 
1    Draw your puppet onto card. 
3    Stick straws to your puppet

4.	 Predict what would happen if you removed step 4. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think if you 
removed step 4, then it would be a lot more 
difficult to see the shadows of the puppets. The 
light from a torch in a dark room will help the 
shadows be clearer. 

 

Disclaimer: This resource is provided for informational and educational purposes only. As this resource refers to the use of sharp equipment, small 
items/loose parts which may present a choking risk, and ingredients/chemicals, you must ensure that an adequate risk assessment is carried out 
prior to using this resource. You must contact a suitably qualified professional if you are unsure. Twinkl is not responsible for the health and safety  
of your group or environment. It is your responsibility to ensure the resource and the information/activity it contains are safe and appropriate to use  
in your situation.
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