
My DadMy Dad
His shoulder-length, salt-streaked hair whirls about 
his head as if he is being electrocuted by the whipping 
wind. As he offers his children a smile as wide as the 
bay, the deep lines that are etched onto his tanned 
face furrow further. Like thunder, his laughter booms 
through the air; despite the drizzle, this makes it 
feel like the sun is shining. On tree-trunk legs, with 
a wiggly child sat on his broad shoulders, he wades 
out of the water. His tender voice sings out to his 
children, “You need to build the tallest tower, made 
to withstand wind and water – the first to do so can 
help me with the tent!”
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Questions
1.	 What does the word furrow suggest about the 

dad’s wrinkles? Tick one. 

   That they get deeper. 
   That they vanish. 
   That they become less deep. 

2.	 How does the weather contrast with the dad’s 
mood? 

�  

�  

�  

3.	 What sound booms through the air? 

�  

4.	 Look for the metaphor in the text. Why do you 
think that the author used it? 

�  

�  
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Answers
1.	 What does the word furrow suggest about the 

dad’s wrinkles? Tick one. 

   That they get deeper. 
   That they vanish. 
   That they become less deep. 

2.	 How does the weather contrast with the dad’s 
mood? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The weather 
contrasts with the dad’s mood as it is windy  
and drizzly whereas the dad’s mood is happy  
and bright. 

3.	 What sound booms through the air? 
The dad’s laughter booms through the air. 

4.	 Look for the metaphor in the text. Why do you 
think that the author used it? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that 
the author used ‘tree-trunk’ legs to show the 
reader how strong and steady his legs are.
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