
The LakeThe Lake
The crystal clear waters of the glistening lake ripple 
softly towards the pebbled shore. Each mini wave 
gently strokes the smooth, rounded stones before 
covering them like a blanket. The water bubbles and 
giggles as it sloshes to and fro.

The old, wispy willow stands proudly by the shoreline.  
Its long weeping branches tickle the surface of the  
water in the breeze. As the sun begins to set, a long  
shadow begins to grow as if trying to reach the centre  
of the bright, shiny lake.

Majestic mountains encircle the tranquil scene, their  
eyes keeping watch from beneath their snow-capped  
peaks. Sturdy and strong, they stand and conceal the  
lake like a secluded gem. 
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1.	 Which of the following words have been used to 
describe what the water does? Tick two. 

   bubbles 
   laughs 
   splashes 
   sloshes

2.	 The author uses the word majestic to describe the 
mountains. What impression does that give the 
reader? 

									       

								                        

3.	 Find a simile in the text. How does this add 
meaning? 

									       

								                     

4.	 Why do you think the author has described the 
lake as a secluded gem? 
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Answers
1.	 Which of the following words have been used to 

describe what the water does? Tick two. 
   bubbles 
   laughs 
   splashes 
   sloshes

2.	 The author uses the word majestic to describe the 
mountains. What impression does that give the 
reader? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The word 
‘majestic’ gives the reader the impression that the 
mountains are something great and impressive.

3.	 Find a simile in the text. How does this add 
meaning? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The simile 
‘covering them like a blanket’ adds meaning as 
it helps the reader to imagine what the water 
looks and moves like as it covers the stones.

4.	 Why do you think the author has described the 
lake as a secluded gem? 
Accept any reasonable inference, such 
as: I think the author has described the 
lake as a ‘secluded gem’ to emphasise 
that it’s a hidden, beautiful place.

5.	
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softly towards the pebbled shore. Each mini wave 
gently strokes the smooth, rounded stones before 
covering them like a blanket. The water bubbles and 
giggles as it sloshes to and fro.

The old, wispy willow stands proudly by the shoreline.  
Its long weeping branches tickle the surface of the  
water in the breeze. As the sun begins to set, a long  
shadow begins to grow as if trying to reach the centre  
of the bright, shiny lake.

Majestic mountains encircle the tranquil scene, their  
eyes keeping watch from beneath their snow-capped  
peaks. Sturdy and strong, they stand and conceal the  
lake like a secluded gem. 
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