
My DadMy Dad
The wind whips his salty, shoulder-length hair and 
leaves it standing up in all directions so that he 
looks like a hedgehog. A wide smile radiates from 
his tanned face as he splashes in the sea with his 
children. Into the deeper water he walks, his legs as 
strong as tree trunks. His laughter is booming and 
never-ending, like an echo in a deep cave.

In his gentle voice, he gathers his children and 
announces a game. “The first to build a sandcastle 
wins the prize of helping me with the picnic!” His 
pearly white teeth gleam in the bright sunshine.
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1.	 What leaves the dad’s hair standing up on end? 

								                           

2.	 Number the lines 1-3 in the order that they appear 
in the text. 

   He walks into the deeper water. 

   He announces a game. 

   He splashes in the sea.  

3.	 What does the word booming suggest about the 
dad’s laughter? 

								               	

							                                                                                                                                                        

4.	 The author uses the word whips to describe the 
wind. What impression does this give us? 
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My DadMy Dad Answers
1.	 What leaves the dad’s hair standing up on end? 

The wind leaves the dad’s hair standing up on end.

2.	 Number the lines 1-3 in the order that they appear 
in the text. 
2    He walks into the deeper water. 

3    He announces a game. 

1    He splashes in the sea.  

3.	 What does the word booming suggest about the 
dad’s laughter? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The word booming 
suggests that his laughter is loud and deep. 

4.	 The author uses the word whips to describe the 
wind. What impression does this give us? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The impression 
that the word ‘whips’ gives us is that the wind is 
blowing quickly.  

The wind whips his salty, shoulder-length hair and 
leaves it standing up in all directions so that he 
looks like a hedgehog. A wide smile radiates from 
his tanned face as he splashes in the sea with his 
children. Into the deeper water he walks, his legs as 
strong as tree trunks. His laughter is booming and 
never-ending, like an echo in a deep cave.

In his gentle voice, he gathers his children and 
announces a game. “The first to build a sandcastle 
wins the prize of helping me with the picnic!” His 
pearly white teeth gleam in the bright sunshine.
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